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Assistant Director for Research and Reporis 29 August 1956

Chief, Materials Division
Activities

1, It is understood that we may be cslled upon to provide
sntelligence support for & re-svaluation of items now on International
25X1A9 Lists I and II, using the proposed "nuelear varfare concept”. At
a [ euest, we 8xe cubmitting this memorandum to discuss
the probable ispact of this support on owr present Progral.

2, 'The impact of the proposed mgportwoul&mt‘be wniforn
throughout the Division. Tt would not affect the Agriculture and
Solid Fuels Branches. The Elestric Power Branch might be called
wpon to yrovide some support te I/EE, but this support can easily
be managed. The Ferrous Metsls Branch estimates that 150 research
nowrs would be required, but that the time spent would not delay any
presently acheduled projects. The other three branches would require
an eatimated 2300 hours. Some of these hours could come from time
set apide for ynscheduled projects] the balance would be used at the
w;me of presently scheduled projects. The situation by branch 18
as follows:

. Chemicals Bransh

This Brench would require an eatimated 1000 howrs to
provide the aecessary support. Pnis estimate may be on the high
pide, but probably not by a great deal., Two Branch projects would
definitely be delayed, one on Plssties in the Soviet Bloc (22.1568),
and another on Tnsecticides in the UBSR (22.1567). Other projects
would probably also va delayed, but we sannot now determine which
they wonld be.

v. Honferrous Meinls snd Minersls Branch

Thig PBranch would require an sgtimated 60C hours to
provide the necessary support. Providing this gupport would delsy
tvo Branch papers -- ome on floc Trade in Fonferrous Metals (24.1574),
and another on Copper in the USSR (24.869). It might also threaten
owr contributions to the China NIE and %o the North Korea NIS. It
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SUBJECT: Impect of Proposed Intelligence Support for Beonomic
Defense Activities

i entirely possible that there are nonferrous metals whieh would
qualify under the nuclear werfare concept that we are not now svare
of (see discussion of problems below). If so, the impact would dbe
corraspordingly greater.

2. Petrolewm Brench

This Branch would require an estimeted 70O howrs to
provide the necessary support. If a sawiderable amoumt of time
mast de spent in Baptember, then an Aree-wide projeclt on the
Avallability of Primary Ewergy (20.832), and an NIS on Buigaris
would be delayed. Y€ the bulk of the work can come after September,
these projects can be tinism, but two others would be delayed at
least 30 days each -- namely, our contribution te the North Korea NIS
and Lo an Ares.wide project ca Bloe Prices and Mible<Dallayr Ratios.
Othars might alzc be affected, but ws cannot now determine which
they would be.

3, "he falloving major problems remain uoresolved and woudd
probably bave to be tachled before any serious research could dhe
monnted .

2. It would be nesegsary to identify all commodities, per-
ticularly metals and fuels, which make direct and significant contri-
butions to Hloc nuclesr verfare capabilities. Since we ars not
knovledgeslle on the subject of atomic energy, we camnnot be sure that
we ars now sware of all the possibilities.

h. There is a gserious lack of dats ob a muber of commodities
vhich would be candidates for eabargo. Titanium is a good exmugple.

e, It would be pecesanry to degide uwnder this or sy other
conoept how far back in the produstior process one should go, That
19, aireraft would clearly bYe embargoed -~ but would we also embargo
the machineyy used to make aircyraft and all the metals used in its
maaulecture?

4. Ii would bhe desirnble to inmoe that all divisions
and branches use the show oriteria and take the same approach towsrd
the necessary research. I understand that this waa not done in 198%,
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SUBJECT: Impart of Proposed Intelligence Support for Econcmie
Defense Activities

¢, I% vould be desiradble, particularly if we are ssked to
reach conclusions as well as to provide information, to establish
vhether an esbarge should depeni on exclusive use in aetivitiss which
centribute to mucleswy warfare capabilities, or whether partial use is
sufficient to justify embarpc. It also would be desirsble to decide
whether we are Salking abeut present ompevilities, future capebilities,
o hoth.
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